Target shooting (top) in sky marshal training class.

Sky marshal trainees (right) practice unarmed defense.

is still viewed as a short-term measure, hopefully to be
phased out within 2 years as airline and airport ground
security provisions are strengthened.

On September 11, 1970, the President designated the
Secretary of Transportation to coordinate an interdepart-
mental program to cope with the hijacking of U.S. air-
craft, FAA, as the executive agent for the Department of
Transportation, received $28 million to pay its expenses
and to reimburse other departments for their services.
During FY 19713 this money was used to pay the Depart-
ment of Defense for 800 military sky marshals, the De-
partment of the Treasury for 1,263 Customs Security
Officers to conduct screening of passengers before board-
ing and to perform sky marshal duties, and the Depart-
ment of Justice for 230 U.S. Marshals to conduct screen-
ing of passengers before boarding.

Passenger screening. The heart of the domestic passenger
screening system continues to be the use of the behavioral
profile in conjunction with a metal detection device (mag-
netometer) . The airlines have the primary responsibility
for training their personnel in use of the system and for
buying the necessary equipment.

The program is completely voluntary and participa-
tion by the air carriers has been less than satisfactory. Most
hijackings could have been prevented if prescribed proce-
dures had been conscientiously followed. Federal security
personnel and local law enforcement agents provide
ground assistance to airline personnel in the screening
process.
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